Master Chief Thompson was born and raised in Indiana. He graduated from high school in 1976 and joined the Navy in July of the same year. His previous tours of duty consist of: USS Guam, USS LaSalle, NAS Pensacola, VPU-2 Special Projects, NATTC Lakehurst, N.J., USS Theodore Roosevelt, RTC Great Lakes and USS America. In 1996 Master Chief Thompson selected into the Command Master Chief program. His assignments as a CMC include USS Pensacola, CVW-3, COMSECONDFLT, NTC Great Lakes, as well as the Force Master Chief for Commander, Naval Air Forces Atlantic Fleet.  He is currently serving as the Fleet Master Chief for Commander, United States Fleet Forces Command.
His personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (five awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (two awards), and the Navy Good Conduct Medal (six awards).

